CAN YOU TELL?
Which one of these Kingpinners lived without running water until their teens?

A

B

C

D

LILI: I grew up as a missionary in Tanzania,
East Africa, from age 3 to 16. We lived in quite a
rural place, so not much electricity, no running
water, that sort of thing. We worked closely
with the local people and had a lot of freedom;
as a kid, I would wear shoes once every couple
of months. Lots of fun... lots of dirt! The people
were so hospitable. The area we lived in was
very poor, so we had two or three people come
to our door every day. There was sort of this
stereotype that we had a lot of money because
we were white, even though we didn’t. My mom
set up a project that was both a workshop and
a café to help women who didn’t have homes
and couldn’t feed their families. I was quite
involved in that. I think seeing the poverty and
how people lived through that and still trusted
God and lived as a community was really cool.
They all cared for each other even though they
had nothing.

It was good fun, you’d hear them at night eating
the grass. One got stuck in a big fish pond
where they bred fish… I think he just slipped in
and couldn’t get out. Half the village was there
watching the hippo. That was pretty interesting.
Returning to Australia was very different,
the people especially. Those in my age group
in particular: I found them to be a lot less
mature than I expected. In Tanzania, you take
care of the house, feed your family and care for
younger siblings at age fifteen, so I think people
mature faster. There were a lot of other surprises,
too. I’d never seen an automatic tap before!
I couldn’t manage to wash my hands in the
airport when I arrived, because I had no idea
what to do. Just little things like that, which made
me go “what do I do?” Or, you know, tapping
your card, I didn’t know how to do any of those
sorts of things!

He’s being awkwardly nervous about it.
We were in high school together, but in different
social groups, so we only knew of each other.
But through the years you just, I don’t know...
We made little remarks to each other, had small
interactions here and there.

We didn’t talk that much in school, just always
on the phone outside school hours. We ended
up going to the ball together. We kind of fell out
of touch after school for a bit.
Why? I think at that stage, when we went to
the formal, we had a really nice night together,
but he was quite shy back then and I just felt...
I don’t know how to explain it. Things are really
perfect now, and I don’t feel like I’d be that same
person now if we’d been together back then.

Did you know? Karaoke literally means
Empty Orchestra in Japanese.

GEORGIA: My dad’s side of the family is Aboriginal,
mum’s side is Australian. My mum was in an
abusive relationship with my dad. My brother and
I haven’t had much of a relationship with our dad
since that. It wasn’t until last year that I spoke to
my mum about it. And you know, after everything
that she’s been through, she’s never said one bad
thing about him. She encouraged me to call
him and let go of the resentment I was holding.
I’m still practising, but she always says the best
revenge is happiness. I am the kind of person that
likes to have the last word if I have an argument or
anything with someone.

J IA: We g ot suc h l ooks d urin g th e d a te;
people thought they were seeing double!
That was really funny. My sister and I didn’t
know it was supposed to be a date. The guys
came and one of them picked me and the other
one picked her and we split up. I knew they
were identical twins, but I thought we were
going to hang out in a group. I didn’t think one
picks you, the other picks me and split! We never
went on a date again. So, if I have kids with
a person that has an identical twin, and my
sister’s dating the same person’s identical twin,
our kids wouldn’t be cousins, they would be
full siblings. That’s just how biology works
because we have the same DNA structures.

I’m scared that I will fail my bachelor degree
because I feel like I’m not smart enough. I deferred
for a bit before going back, and I’m going to do
a diploma degree because I haven’t studied since
high school. Seven years. It’s a bit of a jump to go
straight to uni. But I’m still afraid of not succeeding.

HAYLEY: Australia has been a big part of my life,
coming over here and being able to live in this
country and have this experience. I had a few
difficult years, so it’s been like a breath of fresh
air coming here. I had to get away. So I just did,
I packed up my stuff, three years later I haven’t
looked back. Been sponsored, got a great team.
I want to shave my head because my aunt passed
away from cancer and before she died I was like,
“I will shave all of my hair off so I can look like you.”
She said, “I’ll hold you to that.” So once I get married
I’m gonna donate all my hair to charity.

KIERAN: I’m originally from Edinburgh, Scotland.
I thought, “let’s go to Australia, the weather’s better,
you can get outside more”, so here I am. My grandad
was the nicest, most genuine guy anyone’s
ever met. He died about six years ago. I didn’t realise
how much of an influence he had until I saw the
hundreds of people at his funeral. I’ve met so
many different people, I just hope I have the same
impact on them as my grandad had on people,
because it’s inspirational. He did so much good,
he didn’t care about himself.

in the park. In the bigger scheme of things, it is insignificant, but for me, it’s days like those where you feel
absolutely joyful. You’re surrounded by the people you love, enjoying their company.

ELIZABETH: The source of joy for me, although it sounds clichéd, is the friends you make and the friends
you keep. I remember this very distinct day in year 12 when we went and got fish and chips and played football

LIAM: I got married yesterday! I was
going to move here, but I got a rare
opportunity for an engineering role in
New Orleans, so we’re moving soon.
The element of the unknown, that leap
of faith. Maybe partly being Scottish,
you’re always slightly on the pessimistic
side, thinking “I hope I’m not shooting
myself in the foot” by moving. But hey,
just married, so I’m feeling lucky...

SARAH: I was at a party chatting to
someone who’d interviewed me for
a job when this woman comes up
screaming “Oh my God, thanks to you I
got the best orgasm ever!” I’d taught her
a lap dance routine for a Hen’s Night,
and she’d performed it for her partner...
I didn’t get the job!

DWAYNE & ALEX: We met in high school and
have been together for four years. Now we’re
looking to move in together. We’re living at her
mum’s house at the moment, so we’re excited
to have our own space. If I had to say, the most
influential person in my life would be Alex.

LACHLAN: I wanna own a nightclub.

Where I’m from, Kenya, there are no
proper cookies. Now I can’t get enough,
so everyone calls me Cookie. I’m in my
final year of studying law, I hope to open
a law firm to help the African community
in Melbourne. A base where I can have
people speaking different languages.
That’s what I’m looking forward to:
different kinds of lawyers and people,
w ho s p e a k d i f f e r e n t l a n g u a g e s ,
congregating i n o n e s p o t t o m a ke
a difference.

ELLIOT: I’ve been a chef for about eighteen years.
Film sets, catering, both here and in the UK.
When I came here I jumped on a film set again.
While cooking and serving food, I was approached
by the stunt department to be in a couple
of scenes. I’m always up for something new,
so I was very keen. From there it escalated.
So, yeah, I just run wild with it. There aren’t many
black stuntmen, in fact, there are no graded
black stuntmen in Australia. So it’s great they’re
seeing that and trying to encourage more.
It’s high energy and that’s pretty much who I am,
so I want to do as much as I can.

THIBAULT: Coming from France,
particularly Paris, where everyone
is too busy to talk to you, to stress,
to do anything, it’s a lot different
here in Australia, and I’ve really
appreciated that. When I arrived
and spent some time here, I fell
in love with the country. That’s,
I think, what changed me.
It’s slower, more generous, a bit
more genuine. Australians man
up to what they say and will do.
It’s also a country where you
can explore things inside out and
discover new, surprising things.
I once saw a black snake coming
out of a brown snake. The one
fucking snake had eaten the other.

JOHANNES & ANDREA: We met on a Bumble date three months ago. I informed her that I don’t want children,
and she does. I think that my life and the way I live, I’d rather focus on myself and my partner and our careers and
building our lives together. Other than that, we’re a great match. So we’ve maintained a friendship. This evening,
I had a date planned but she cancelled, so I asked her to join me ‘cause, good food, good company, why not?
At the restaurant, a different Bumble match of mine was our waitress. So yeah, that was interesting. But, you know,
we’re good friends now. We’ve made a great friendship out of something that was originally a relationship.

SVEN: ...which is why I was in and out of hospitals my entire life, and why I respect doctors and
nurses so much. They’ve shaped, nurtured and helped me grow as a human. I haven’t been (since the
dawn of time!) an academic person, but... Here I am, in Australia, where I can study if I want to.
There are other countries where you don’t have that privilege. I thought, “Hell if I’ve got that privilege
I’m going to take it.” So I studied, and studied, in my own time, just to prove to myself that I am capable.
There is no such thing as a smart or a dumb person. Because all it takes is a hard-working person to
achieve anything they want. A person who has no academic drive whatsoever can’t achieve much.
But if a person goes, “You know what, I really want to be a paramedic”, and they’ve got no previous
experience but they’re driven... That’s not a smart person, that is a hard-working person. That’s what
creates a, say, paramedic. It’s that belief that you can do it, no matter what. I said, “All right, I’m going
to become whatever I want to.” People have this misconception that who they are is forever.
That’s so far from the truth because there is not one point in your life where you stop growing.
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NATALIE: I used to work in two prisons. A young offender’s
prison and an adult male prison. So murderers, rapists
and stuff. My dad wasn’t a big fan. I was an honorary
assistant psychologist. Unpaid, so I wasn’t paid a penny to
hang out with murderers. It’s weird because whenever I
tell people they’re shocked but I find it really interesting.
And I ver y much enjoyed it. One of my favourite
prisoners was a murderer. He was just so interesting,
this Scottish guy, he’d been in twenty-six years. He told
me so many stories and he was so nice and he was very
respectful to women. I ran a group with one of the other
psychologists and I always sat near Eddie because if any
of them made me feel unsafe, he’d stick up for me.

EDWARD: While on a road trip in the States, I was lowbudget travelling, so I parked in a random car park.
I didn’t want to pay for a motel or a hotel. I was like,
“You know what, I need to wake up in a few hours before
the sunrise, I’m going to park here and hopefully no
one will catch me.” I had to save costs somehow and
so I slept in my car. It was bad, actually, one of the
loneliest nights on my road trip. I sat in the backseat
by myself with a flashlight and ate meatballs. It was like
in the middle of nowhere in Arizona, so that was cold.
It was so lonely I actually vlogged myself and almost
cried in the car. But the next sunrise was worth it! I did
a four-hour hike the next morning up Zion Mountain.
So worth it.

CAN YOU TELL?
Which one of these Kingpinners is a stunt double in films?

A

C

B

D

I RODE AN
OSTRICH
Anywhere you go in the world is different.
I’ve been to America to play football.
Came to Australia to meet my cousin.
Been around Asia with my flatmates.
I rode an ostrich in Vietnam, which was
pretty cool. I’ve got a hilarious picture
of it. It’s like the ostrich, it turns its head
and looks at you while it’s running, so just
pelting it, and then it looks you in the face,
and you’re like, “I don’t know why I’m
on your back.” You can’t even. Honestly.
Nuts, that’s all I can say. And you’ve got
like a little Vietnamese guy hanging on
the back, as well.

I grew up in the snow. My dad taught me how to
ski when I was five, so it’s sort of my happy place.
I injured my ACL in 2017 while working in the snow
and snowboarding.

So it gave me a whole new appreciation for
fitness and being able to walk, be independent.
I was so dependent on my family. I lost all of my
independence for the first two to three months
after that. It made me really depressed in the end,
I was vulnerable, I was emotional, and I wasn’t
able to go out with my friends. I wasn’t able to
do anything; I just had to sit at home, in bed.
There were days where I’d been struggling and
hadn’t said anything to anyone. I ended up in
probably one of the darkest places I’ve ever
been in mentally where I was just spiralling out
of control. You feel really alone. It’s only now that
I’ve taken the initiative to say that. It all starts with
a conversation. No one’s gonna know unless you
say something. This year I’m heading back up to
the snow to work up there. I’ll be extra careful.
I wanna chase the winter for the next, I don’t know,
five to ten years and then just go from there. If I’m
in the snow, life’s simpler and I don’t have to worry
about much, only the run that I’m doing.

Did you know? The ghosts in Pac Man
are named Inky, Blinky, Pinky and Clyde.
They all have different personalities.

If it wasn’t for me, he’d be dead. Three years
ago my brother and I were attacked and
he ended up in a coma, brain-damaged,
for nearly three months. Half his skull was
taken out. Four broken ribs, knuckles,
a couple of teeth, his lungs. He was in rehab
for two years, learned how to crawl,
walk, talk. While he was getting beaten I
jumped on top of his head and took all the
hits in the back. I copped a sledgehammer
in the back six times. I’ve got spinal
damage so I can’t lay bricks anymore. So I
sit behind a desk. He’s alive today because
of that. Family comes first no matter what.
I don’t care at the end of the day if I die,
as long as my family’s okay I don't care.

Did you know? Laser tag was initially
introduced as a game of Star Trek
phaser in 1979, in Texas USA (but was
revolutionised at Kingpin) Be sure to
set your phasers to stun at Kingpin.

NIMA: My mum came here as a single mother and refugee. She’s very strong, I couldn’t do that. I couldn’t be
a single parent and raise two children in a new country, where I didn’t speak the language. She inspires me.
That’s why I want to give so much to my family back home. I have a lot of family in poverty. I want to do the same
thing that she’s done: make sacrifices, take chances even though you don’t know where it’s going to take you.

I love c l i m b i n g , hiking, s w i m m i n g ,
anything outdoors. Every time you get
scared because you know, you can fall.
I shit myself every time. But it’s a challenge.
When you do it, it’s very thrilling. I’ve hurt
myself before. I’ve fractured an ankle.
It’s a controlled risk. I mean anything
can fail; the bolt could come off the wall.
So you’re still in control. It’s your mind
that stops you from doing it and it takes a
while to control your mind. It can stop you
from doing many things when your head
says no, I can’t do it. No, I’m not physically
strong. I’m not capable. I’m like, no, you are,
you’re just talking yourself down.

My friend is a model, and she’s like, “hey, I need someone to be in a
lifestyle shoot.” Turns out it was for stock images. So, all my stock
image photos are published on Getty Images. It’s funny, it’s under
‘Nerdy hipster Asian’. I was like, “Dang, I could have asked for royalties.”
I sold my soul away!

I started freelancing as a videographer on the side when I was in Uni.
Last year I threw myself in the deep end and did full-time freelancing.
I started an advice podcast called Beyond Our Limits for creatives.
To inspire people, teach them the ropes, and show while it’s hard,
there is a way to succeed. A friend and I are also beginning to delve
into creating video content for musicians and dancers. Many don’t
have ways to showcase their talent.

I’m constantly trying something new, I just started dancing, so I have
that as another creative outlet. I used to do writing too. But to constantly
be creative, I like to try new things. It’s like being a child again. I’ve reached
a point where I want to create something that’s my style. I do doubt
myself sometimes, but hey, that’s part of the territory. Doing a variety
of creative activities is how you stay inspired. Go dancing, learn a new
musical instrument, any creative outlet that isn’t part of your career,
because, obviously if you started photography and video, that was a
hobby, right? And you made it into a career. Now it’s finding that fine
line of: is it a hobby or is it my work life? You have to try and find balance.

JAEDON

HARRY: My biggest fears are planes and heights.
A couple of months ago, my friends booked a skydive.
I then got peer pressured into it. On the day my two
best friends booked it and I didn’t, then they were
talking about it loads and we were sitting there and
I was thinking to myself, “I can’t let them have that
feeling where they’re going to be buzzing, and be,
like, ‘that’s the best thing I’ve ever done’, and me be,
like, ‘oh shit maybe I should’ve done it.’” So we all went
back to the hostel and I booked it and I was like,
“Fuck, what have I done? I’ve gotta do it now!” Eight of
us went up into a plane and jumped out. It was the
most insane fucking thing I’ve ever done in my life.
The feeling of just free-falling out of the plane, 15,000
feet in the air, and I’m petrified of heights... It’s the
proudest moment of my life, I couldn’t believe it!

AMY: I’m in my second year of a dual teaching
degree and tomorrow is my first day of prac.
I’m excited but nervous. I didn’t think I would
be this nervous. I just like being with kids;
I find everything they do funny and interesting.
You just, you can’t hate a kid, even if they’re
cheeky or whatever.

My dad passed away last year from brain cancer. I think
I was in denial that he was going to pass away at first.
Towards the end, it was progressing rapidly so it was
a shock and it didn’t sink in for a while. His funeral
was like a big party, everyone was there, having a good
time like he would’ve wanted. After that, we made a
point to have those fun times a bit more often, do what
he would do. He had all these plans, but he didn’t
get to do any of them. That’s why I prioritise loved ones
and new experiences.

CINDY: I’m from Colombia. Three years ago, I said
to my family “Oh, I’m going to Australia just to
learn English.” They said “You’re crazy. You’re going
to be too far away from us.” After that I think my life
really changed; I love it. Two years ago a friend
told me there might be an opportunity for me as a
graphic designer. I didn’t think I could do it because
of my English but she made me take a chance.
At the end of the interview, my new boss said:
“oh, the job is definitely for you!”. Before I came here
I was really worried about what would happen and
if my English would be good enough, but my friend
told me to try to think positively. So I decided after
I came here that I’m okay with whatever happens.
I’ve had the job for two years now, and it’s helped
me a lot. You have to be yourself, you have to have
your way to design your things, like your creative
way... Plus, expose yourself differently. If you can
present something differently with your style...

Did you know? There’s no lasers in laser tag,
it’s actually infra-red. Please don’t sue us.

SAM: One of my friends has a job out here horse riding and almost bribed me to come here. I met Katherine on
Bondi beach, we’ve been together for seven months. I did a medical course in my gap year shadowing doctors
in Tanzania. I did a few circumcisions on my own, delivered babies and stuff like that. Watched C-sections,
peritonitis and leg amputations as well. It was pretty grim. They just used a hacksaw, normally in the UK or America
they do electric saws but in Africa, they just use a hacksaw, like, out of a shed.
CATHERINE: I’m a teacher but I moved here differently to Sam. My mom’s from Melbourne, so I moved over on the
dual-nationality passport. But I haven’t got into teaching yet. It takes forever to send off all your degrees and stuff.
I’ve got an interview next week but I’ve just been doing bar jobs, waitressing. It’s been hard but it’s all right. The best
advice I was ever given: you can’t judge a fish on its ability to climb a tree. If you did, that fish would go through life
believing it was incapable.

SARAH
Scary. Very scary, that’s for sure. It happened
at midnight. I was about to fall asleep and
everything started shaking. New Zealand gets
earthquakes a lot. It just kept going. It was at
least for a minute, and then it just got stronger
and stronger, and my niece and I were in the
same room, so I yelled at her, I was like, “Get up!”
So then we got up... I yelled at mum. She got out
of bed, and then that’s when she yelled at us
“Let’s get out. Get outside.” When mum was
trying to walk through the hallway, she was
flying from one wall to the other. It was literally
swaying from one end to the other. I’ll never
forget what I experienced. At first, when they
mentioned moving, I was not happy. I said,
“No, I don’t wanna go. What am I gonna do there?”
But because my work was affected by the
earthquake, I wasn’t really working, so I was like,
“Alright... Maybe it’s a sign for me to move.” It was
so hard. I had moments where I was just crying
‘cause I didn’t know anybody. I didn’t know
how to get around in Australia. I didn’t have
confidence in myself. So I’d get scared to go out
and do stuff on my own. But when I came to
Melbourne, I started doing all that. I had to learn
to get around by myself and meet new people.
I think that was one thing that changed. I got
out of my comfort zone and my shell. I still feel
down about moving sometimes. I miss home;
my closest friends.

Did you know? In the movie Kingpin,
Bill Murray’s character Big Ern McCraken bowls
three consecutive strikes at a tournament.
Bill Murray actually bowled those strikes!

JAKE: I quit today. Full career change.
I’ve always wanted to work in business
and an opportunity arose, so I thought
why not? I’m young, what’s stopping me?
Operations manager at a commercial
aviation company. I go to Vegas for my
buck’s party next week, then I come back
and start a new job; it’s the time for change.

People only really look after you because they
“want money”. That’s tough, but you get to
know a lot more about people. These tattoos
are Odin’s ravens, they’re his eyes. I have a
sentimental attachment to birds because
they symbolise me freeing myself from
my troubles. I had a rough childhood, so I
guess it’s kind of like I was in a birdcage,
and then escaped. I’m not stuck in the past
anymore and I’m free to be who I want to
be and I’m able to fly wherever I want to go.
I’m liking who I am now and accepting that
everything can’t be perfect in my life. You’ve got
to make that decision to be happy. Once you
love yourself then you can love others.
I’ve been through a lot of hard stuff but
ultimately those experiences have brought
me to w h ere and who I am today. So I
wouldn’t try to change any of that ever.

I moved here from PNG so my little sister could have a
better education. It was hard because I’m really close to
my mum. It was meant to be only a year but now I’m
studying nursing. We’re really restricted in doing things
back home; it’s not safe for young girls to roam around.
I miss my family, but there’s more freedom here so I feel
like I’m gaining my independence.

JIMIT: My friends and I come to Kingpin
almost every week to bowl and play pool.
I came from India just to study, but I love it
here so I’m applying for residency.

OMAR: I’m a Chef de Partie, and an artist. I create paint out of
chalk to paint on glass, then I use dye. I’ve been working on it
for a long time and have submitted my work for an exhibition!

I’m a painter. Growing up in Paris
you see a lot of street art everywhere.
My parents are art collectors. My
Godfather used to run an art gallery,
my Godmother was an artist assistant
for Niki de Saint Phalle. Since the very
early days, I’ve viewed great pieces
going through my parents’ place.
Famous, expensive, unbelievable
artists. I don’t claim myself as an artist,
I’m not there yet. There’s always room
to grow. The hardest part, I find, is being
able to stop an artwork. Because you
try to improve and sometimes you
just ruin the painting! In art, everyone
wants to be famous but that’s not what
you need to focus on. That’s not what
art is. You create art to disturb the
mind and people. You want people
to react. If you say to me “I don’t know”
that’s where I’ve fucked up. I want to
evoke emotion, good or bad. When I
introduce myself, I should probably
introduce myself as an artist. But I’m
shy about it. It’s really hard to sell
yourself. I don’t look like a shy person,
but I am. If you see me at a party where
I don’t know anyone, I’m usually the
one in the corner. I used to be a bar
manager chatting and flirting, but the
bar is my protection. Like being in my
art studio is my new bubble, my world,
where nothing bad can happen to me.

Did you know? The escape room
world champions are from Slovakia.
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KATIE: I just graduated, and I want to be a teacher,
but I don’t want to be in education my entire life.
I’ve always dreamt of travelling, so I came here from the
UK on a working holiday visa. I’m having a great time,
despite making a few funny mistakes. I accidentally went
on a crocodile safari. It was during the day, thank God,
but I peed myself the whole way! He pulled over and we
saw baby crocs on land and in the water. It was scary!
I came to Australia with British suncream. Big mistake,
I woke up from a nap red, raw and peeling. I still can’t shake
the nickname ‘heat rash’!

SHIKSHYA: Sometimes I regret being
single but most of the time single
life rocks. You are like king of everything
you do, anything you want. You don’t
have to be dependent on anyone.
Being single is kind of like living your
life for yourself.

JAMES: When I came out of a longterm relationship I was at that point
where you roll with whatever, right?
A mentor of mine said, “Listen to
your instincts.” Even if your better
judgement says no, but your gut says
“fucking full steam ahead.”

Growing up in Australia, my mum’s
side wasn’t heavy on tradition.
Australia’s very laid back, nothing’s
to o seri ous. Whe re as Samoan
culture is set in stone. In households,
they try to recreate what it’s like back
in Samoa; you sit on wooden mats,
and you have to wear nothing but
a ‘lavalava’, which is a kind of skirt
for men. I was pretty open about it,
but as a high-school kid being told
‘your grandfather is coming over,
you need to dress a certain way,
you can’t ask these questions,
we can only serve certain foods’
was confusing. We had to sing,
even though we didn’t like it. It’s a
sign of appreciation, to do an item if
someone comes over. He listened
to Elvis though, so at least we got
to sing good music.

Because you weren’t allowed to
know his name. It’s a tradition thing,
it’s weird. My mom would always
say ‘treat everyone the same’ and
my dad would say ‘treat everyone
the same, except maybe this person’
and I couldn’t agree with that.
Even though I’m more suited to
Maltese culture, I’d want my kids to
know about both sides, as Samoan
culture is beautiful and unique.
It’s like going back in time. No one
in Samoa has depression or anxiety,
because life is simple.

COREY: I used some cheesy pick-up lines
and it worked. The first date was going
so well, but I had to run to a supervisors’
meeting for my PhD. She felt like I blew
her off. We ended up catching up again,
and the rest is history. She’s moving here
in two weeks!

K EEL Y : I s t a rte d d a nc ing wh e n I wa s te n.
I’ve dislocated two of the vertebrae in my back,
that was intense. When I was fifteen, I had knee
surgery and couldn’t dance for a year, and then
thought that I would never dance again, but here
I am!

SELYCA: My girls don’t really get together all
that much, it’s nice. I was a flight attendant,
so I know how hard it is to work away
from home. The little things you miss out on.
It’s all about cherishing moments like these.

ALAN: I grew up playing tennis and next thing you
know I'm off to America to play professionally.

RUBY: When I was younger I was quiet.
Not insecure, but I didn’t really know who
I was. It’s hard because my family are very
loud and in your face, so it can be difficult
to be heard. Over time, I kind of found
myself and went outside my comfort zone.
After being in the shadows for so long,
being able to open up feels amazing.

JAREN: I’m having a gap year at the moment, so working, then I’m
gonna go to uni next year. In school, one of the subjects I really
enjoyed was biology, so I want to become a pathologist.

NATHAN: My family immigrated from Ireland.
Seems like a big holiday living in Australia.
I work in retail so I’m constantly interacting
with Australians to the point where I’ve even
lost my accent. It was really strong before.
Give me a few beers and it comes right
back though!

Believe it or not, I used to be a bodybuilder. Between the
ages of sixteen to eighteen, I was going to the gym about
six days a week and I was massive and as you can tell I’m
now quite thin. In 2015 my Crohn’s got worse and I was
hospitalised for three weeks, losing twenty-five kilos in a
week and a half. I used to be the biggest introvert, but when
I was admitted to hospital, it made me realise what was
important, like who my real friends were, and completely
changed my outlook on life. I stopped caring what people
thought, I stopped caring about people who didn’t care
about me and started doing what I wanted to do. It took
me a year and a half to get back to a healthy weight. I go to
the hospital every eight weeks for infusions of medication,
via IV, so I go into day oncology to get it done. There are
people around me who are getting chemotherapy for
terminal illnesses and their families are there and
they’re basically prolonging the inevitable. It puts stuff
in perspective; I almost feel like I don’t deserve the chair,
you know? When there are people so much worse off
than me. And that sort of keeps me going, on a weekly basis.
The $100 note? It’s the first thing I see when I open my eyes.
I’m in sales, commission only, and this drives me to do
my best. Then I close my eyes for five minutes every morning
to think about everything I’m grateful for, to put me in a
positive state of mind. My old man taught me to make
the best of the hand you’re dealt. Enjoy life, appreciate all
the little things in life whether it’s paintings you walk past
or architecture or even just someone smiling at you on
the street. That’s how I live.

CELESTE: I guess I’ve always liked numbers
and accounting is a good mix of numbers
and talking to people. I’m learning French,
I think it uses a different part of your brain
and it’s nice to sort of diversify a little bit
in terms of hobbies. Can’t be all numbers all
the time, I think the languages balance things.

AMY: I’m saving up to work overseas next year.
I’ll be working in America for three months
and then I wanna travel. Because I have a
multi background, I’m gonna visit my family
in New Zealand and then I want to do Tokyo
and Egypt.
SIMON: The secret to marriage and fatherhood is sleep:
if you sleep then you’re happy. I guarantee it’s the constant
for anyone that’s happy. Have a life; you’re still an
individual, don’t feel like you’re locked into something
forever. Make sure that you’re together when you
absolutely need to be and ensure you keep 5% to be
absolutely the individual that you are.

EMILY: Most people my age are at uni, we’re in a
stage where we live at home but we’re independent.
We don’t have to ask our parents for permission but
we still rely on them for things. So you’re still a kid
but then you’re not, it’s weird. Everyone’s seeking
identity. I’ve always liked history and learning about
the world, particularly because the world is becoming
more interconnected. It’s important to look at
different crises and different situations and know
the background. Look to the future and think,
“How can we solve these things?” In saying that,
I look at the world, and think “I’m just a 20 year old
in Australia, I can’t do anything.” I share my faith
with other people because that’s the most important
thing to me.

MATTHEW: My mum gives me the best advice;
She’s like the Dalai Lama of our family. I tend
to l i ste n to he r a l ot be cause I kn ow,
she’s experienced it all.

JOSEPH: I’ve got two kids, one with autism.
I studied law at university, but nothing
prepares you for fatherhood. It’s a completely
different world. Helping my child come to
an understanding by themselves, rather than
just dictating. It’s hard not to assume you
know better, especially with big decisions.
It’s a struggle.

I’VE STARTED A NEW JOB AT

THE MAKING OF

THE PET CREMATORIUM

JACQUES BERGH - KINGPIN MARKETING MANAGER: Like all companies who sell
stuff and services, we become obsessed with how much of our story we can tell
the guest. Obviously, we hope that our story will resonate with you and you’ll love us
and spend heaps of money with us. Then one day while testing cocktails (working
for Kingpin can be a real blessing) we pondered what your story would be. And so,
we decided to ask and to share those stories with other guests. We hope that these
stories resonate with you but also that you will see some of yourself in these stories.
If this book has taught us one thing it is that we are all truly connected.

FIONA: I had gastric sleeve surgery in September last year and have

lost 40kg so far. Everything’s changed completely. I’ve had rheumatoid
arthritis since I was twelve. I was seeing doctors constantly and having
all these tests and it wasn’t until I was twenty-two, so ten years of pain,
that they figured it out. Once I started on the medication for that,
the weight gain continued. Because of arthritis, I couldn’t exercise due
to pain, so I decided to have surgery. I’m so much more active now,
so much more confident; I actually want to put myself out there.
My partner plays ice hockey and I used to go skating with him,
even two laps would be so painful, but today I did like 30 laps.
I’ve started a new job at a pet crematorium. So I’ve gone from working
at an animal shelter where I was calling people like, “Hey, we’ve got
your dog, come get it” to now, packaging ashes of deceased pets.
I package them into whatever vessel the owner wants. I didn’t want
to tell people that’s where I was going for my new job, I was vague,
but I actually quite enjoy it.

If you are one of the people featured in this book, we thank you sincerely for sharing
your life with us. It was a privilege meeting you.
We love you all.
HILARY DE JONG - DESIGNER: When this was first ideated by Jacques in a
brainstorming meeting it was met with confusion, fear and the odd snigger.
But he refused to drop it and I’m so glad he didn’t. As a graphic designer for Kingpin,
I do my best to create what I think will delight those in our target audience.
The downside is it forces us to make assumptions about who our guests are:
amalgamating data such as interests and age into two-dimensional personas.
Beyond and between the lines of each of these stories I was pleased to discover
the kind of individuals you hope to encounter in the world: curious, thoughtful,
and leading a life uniquely their own.
To everyone in these pages, thank you for opening up new dimensions.

ETHAN: When you’re a twin you
understand... He gets my pain. So I
break something, he feels it. It’s not
the same as having a brother.
We’re still individuals with lots of
similar traits. We were playing football
on the same field. I shattered my leg
and when I did he dropped in agony.
They had to give him painkillers
instead of me. If I’m having a shit
day, then he’s having a shit day.
My brother’s got epilepsy, so I always
tend to know when he’s about to have
a fit, or having a fit. I can always tell.

PETER HYNES - FILMTIME : The idea was simple enough: capture some stories
from guests enjoying themselves at the venues and share them with the world in
a book. I’ll ask a few questions and get a few tips on life and dating; it will be great.
If I’m lucky I’ll get a few funny stories and have a good time along the way. At least,
that’s what I thought would happen, but I was pleasantly surprised!
You took me places I never expected, and honestly wasn’t prepared for. You were
insightful, funny, vulnerable, motivating and challenging. Your stories had power.
We laughed together. And you were brave.
To everyone who shared their story, thank you.
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